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In this play, too, he parodied one of his own most effec-
tive scenes. In the passage where the Prodigal Prince re-
hearses his interview with his father, Shakespeare made
Falstaff play the stage King 4in Cambyses' vein/ It was
an obvious and broad parody of the style and acting of
Edward Alleyn. The parody was successful. Shakespeare
followed the first part of Henry IV with a Second Part,
into which he introduced a new character. Ancient Pistol,
who stalked about the stage, strutting and behaving in
Alleyn5s manner in a vocabulary which was largely com-
posed of ranting misquotations from plays in the repertory
of the Admiral's Men.

The year 1598 was exciting in many ways for the Lord
Chamberlain's Company. Falstaff from the very first was
a great success. Then in the early autumn the Company
put on a play by a new author who was beginning to make
his name. Ben Jonson, after his imprisonment over the
Isle of Logs affair, had joined the Lord Admiral's Men
and was writing plays for them; but for some reason he
quarrelled with the Admiral's Men, with the result that
his first good play, Every Man in His Humour, was offered
to the Chamberlain's Men. They acted it in September
with considerable success. The play had a sensational
advertisement. Gabriel Spencer, who had been Jonson's
companion in misfortune over the Isle of Dogs, waited for
Jonson as he was coming from the playhouse and quar-
relled with him. The two men fought each other in Hoxton
Fields, and Spencer was killed. Jonson was again put in
prison, but he was able to plead benefit of clergy and
after a short time was released.